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HE Author of this Letter, famous 
Mr. Robert Macward, ſometime Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel in Glaſgow, was 
one of the Lord's faithful Witneſſes, and 
ſuffered Baniſhment in the late perſecut- 
ing Times, under King Charles II. He, 
| with others of our Scottiſh Sufferers, 
found Shelter in Holland, where he ſpent 
the reſt of his Life, and was uſefully 
| employed in his great Maſter's Work, and 
| Sealouſly wreſtled againſt the Abomina- 
tions that abounded in that iniquious 
Time. His Papers, of which ſeverals- 
bave been Publiſhed, are ſufficient Proofs ' 
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7 his ſingular Abilities and great Worth ; 
7 


Mr. Macward's Fame and Eminency, 


for ſerious Godlineſs and holy Zeal be- 


ing ſo well known, no more need be ſaid 
about him here. Bos 4 

Though this Letter wants a Date, yet 
ſome, ſtill alive, ſaw the ſaid Letter in 
this Country, in the Beginning of the Tear 


1680. which he wrote in the End of the 


Tear 1679, on Occaſion of a Diviſion that 
happened among the Scots Refugees in Hol- 
land: Mr. Fleming having invited one 
F the indulged Miniſters of Scotland to 


reach at Kotterdam, who was occaſi- 


onally there, ſome were ſo offended, that 
they witharew not ouly from Mr. Fle- 
ming, but aljo from Mr. Macward and 
others ( who zeaiouſly witneſſed againſt 
the indulged Miniſters ) becauſe they had 
not Frecdom to follow their Example in 
witharawing from Mr. Fleming; but 
reſolved to hear him, and converſe with 
him, that they might kuow what to jay 
to or againſt him. And one of thoſe, who 
not only promoted that Principle of un- 
Warrantalle Separation in Holland, but 
alſo in Scotland, upon his Return, a little 


before 
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before his Suffering, came under a very 
dark Cloud, and ſharp Challenges there- 


fore; and axknowleaged in Hyſſou, his. 
great Sm ati Offence therein, to ſome of 


the Miniſters he had ſo witharawn from. 


This ſhews the Miſtake of theſe who al- 


leoge Mr. Macward wrote this Letter a- 
gainſt the Impoſter Gib and his Followers, 
whoſe Extravagancies had not taken 
Place, at leaſt, were not come to Light 

till the Tear 1681. 0 e 
Ihe Deſign of Reprinting this Letter, 
at preſent, is to ſhew the great Danger 
of raſh and unwarrautable Separation 
from Miniſters remaining in the Church, 
who have, through Grace, been kept as 
free from publick Defettions, and are 
as deeply concerned and grieved for the 
Diſhonours aone to the LOKD by 
them; and, withthe Heart, iu the Way 
they think Duty, according to the preſent 
Light the LORD grves, are aiming at, 
and longing for Kejurmation, as thoſe 
that are in another Situation. It is Mat- 
ter of Lamentation, that ſo many who 
profeſs Religion { and even ſome who 
are truly religious do, at this Day, wy 
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ſo light a Matter of Separation, aud rufb 
upon it more in a Way of imitating the 
Example of others, than upon due Enqui- 
f ry, whether it is right or wrong. Tis 
| therefore earneſtly deſired, That the fol- 
| lowing Letter may be ſeriouſly read, and 
compared with Scripture, and the Pra- 
ctice or Footſteps of the Flock in hike Ca- 
ſes, in former Ages, deliberately conſider- 
ed, and takethat Way that ſhall appear 
to be the LORD. 
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9 Wrote by the late reverend, learn 


ed, and eminent Mr. "Robert 
Mackward, He. 


Do by theſe Lines ſalute 
you all moſt affectionately; 
Grace, great Grace, Mer- 
cy and Peace be upon 


DO N LY t Grace be 
WG. you; Le poured 


> down upon you, and let 
the Windows of Heaven be wide opened 
in theſe Pourings down, that you may 
not have Room to receive. My endeared 
Friends, the Beater can ſhew you, How — 
that, 
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that, partly through Indiſpoſition, part- | 
Iy through a Multitude of other Buſmeſs 


Hing upon my Hand, I have ſcarce Time 
to ſay any Thing to you; and therefore 
you muſt pardon me, I cannot anſwer 


your Expectation, in ſaying all you 
would have me to ſay, or my Inclinati- 


on, in ſaying all that 1s upon my poor 


Heart, ſwelled with Sorrow for what I 
ſee in that poor Church ; and for what I 
foreſee - But, having this Occaſion, I 


was ( out of Aﬀection to your Souls eter- 
nal Welfare, and that ye might live and 
dic Ornaments to your Profeſſion, walk- 
ing worthy of that holy Calling where- 
with ye are called ) conſtrained to drop 


theſe few ſhort Lines; which I deſire to 
do, as if they were my laſt Words, yea, 
and as knowing they {ſhall meet me beſore 
the Tribunal, and a as content it ſhould 
be ſo. 


Firſt, Then, Ideſire to bleſs his in the 
Behalf of you all, That ever he made 
you fall in Love with pure Ordinances, 
and follow aſter them ; and that there 
appears among you a Willingneſs, yea a 


Readineſs to ſuffer for his Sake, O, when 
it 
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it comes to that, let you find everlaſting 


Arms under you, ſupporting you, ſtrength- 
ning you with all Might, according to 


his glorious Power, with all Patience and 
Longſuffering, with Joyfulneſs. But, 
Secondly, My dear Friends, while you 
have this in your Eye, and upon your 
Soul, to follow the Lord fully, and to 
fill up the Meaſure of your Teſtimony, 
in your Station, Let me beſeech you to 
carry, as not ignoraut of the Devices 
of that wily Wreſtler, who, ſince he cau- 
not carry you aſide to the Left-hand 
Snares, will ſee by all Means if he can 


fing you, and throw you to Exceſſes on 


the Right-hand ; which, however they 
may be painted over at firſt, to make them 


| pleaſant, yet will in the Iſſue prove moſt 


dangerous unto, yea, deſtructive of the 


' whole of the old Cauſe of the Church of 


Scotland. You have a lamentable In- 
ſtance of this before your Eyes, I mean 
the Indulged Men, with whoſc Way you 
are ſo juſtly grieved ; for all of us will 
grant that many of them are Godly Men: 
But alas! their Godlineſs, as it hath been 
pleaded, hath been of more Prejudice to 
3 | the 
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the Work and Intereſt of Chriſt, than 
the Ungodlineſs of all the Prelates and 
Curates : And therefore, you are, with 
all Fear and Watchfulneſs, to take Heed, 

that while you ſeek to ſtand at the great- 
eft Diflance from one Extreme, you run 
not to another, whereby the Cauſe of 
the whole Frame of Presbyterianiſm may 


be more certainly deſtroyed, than by the 


Other. I dare not forbear to warn you 
of this, that ye may be upon your Guard; 


that ſo the Enemy may get no Advan- 
tage of you, And that ye may be upon 


your Guard, conſider, 1. That it is the 


Thing Satan mainly drives at, in the 


Midſt of all theſe Confuſions, that the poor 
Remnant may run down one another with 
Diviſion, and rufh into Courſes deſtruc- 
tive of that Frame of Government, I 
mean Presbyterian, which hath been bis 


great Eye- ſore. 2. Conſider, That a Se- 


Paration, when not upon clear and juſt 
_ Ground's, is a greater Sin before God, and 
more wounding to the Heart of Chriſt, 
than either Murder, or Adultery, Sc. 
becauſe this is to diſſolve the Union of his 
Church, and to divide Chriſtian Societies; 
and whoſoever ſhall be found to plead ot 

| Jhis, 


| 


| 


| unworthy Baſcneſs, who are Miniſters, 
in ly ing-aſide from teſtifying againſt the 


43 | 
#his, ] dare affirm, he blows that Fire 
with his Breath, which Chriſt would 
quench with his Blood. My dear Friends, 


weizh ſeriouſly, as before the Lord, bow 


Jeſus Chriſt will take it at any Man or 
Woman's Hand, to tear the Commiſſion 
of any of his Ambaſſadors, whom he will 


ſtill own, as an Amballador, and as ne- 


gotiating a Peace between God and Sin- 


ners. Sure, I need neither tell you, that 


witharawing frae hearing ſach, is a F 
ing their Commiſſion; nor need I tell you, 
that this will be found a Sin, more hateful 
and hainous in the Sight of Chriſt, than 


many others that appear more black. 3. 


Conſider what Advantage the Adver- 


ſary taketh you at (that ſo you may be 
the more wary and watchful) to throw 
you headlong, with your own Conſent, 
into theſe Snares; while ye remember our 


Wickedneſs of this violent Overturner of 
the Work of God, and our Maſter's 
Crown, And while ye obſerve our Faiut- 
2ngs, our Flenchings, and our unworthy 
Declinings, this Day, to play the Men 


for eur God, and to fill up the juſt Mea- 
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ſure of a faithful Teſtimony: IT ſay, ye 
are to be wary, while you eye theſe, and 
are thereby ſorely tempted, That ye be 


not thereby driven, 1. Into a Contempt 


of the Mmiſtry itſelf mſenſibly. 2. Into 
that Deluſion, to think, that it is the only 
Way to teſtify againſt what ye judge amiſs 
in the Miniſter, to caſt at his Mmiſtry, 
aud to withdraw frae him : Whoſoever 
adopts this Principle, and practiſes it 


accoraingly, hath not the Mind of Chriſt ; 


for there are other patent and obvious 
Mays to witneſs againſt all the Evils of 
our Way beſides theſe : Nay, this Way 


of witneſſing is ſuch as Chriſt will wit= 
meſs againſt it, as not the Way, But, 
my dear Friends, I cannot ſay what is 
upon my Heart at preſent, to you; I 


intend to write more fully to my dear and 
worthy Brother, from whom ye may have 
my Mind, I ſuppoſe ye will bear with 


my Freedom the better, That, 1. I dare 


ſay, without the Reproachings of my 


own Heart, I have it upon my Heart to 


die and live with you. 2. Becauſe ye 


well Know, how I Rand ſtated in Oppo- | 


tion to many à Miniſter in the Church 
ef Scotland ; 1 hope to die in Oppoſition. 
8 N to 
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to their Way, if they hold on. 3. Conſider 


how they take Advantage of now glo- 


rified Mr. Brown, and poor me, becauſe 


of what we have written, as if we had 
made a Schiſm, and were the Anthors of 
a Separation: So that, while I will be 
under the Neceſſity of defending what he 
and I have written, and it was written 
after long Deliberation, and ſeeking from 


| the Lord, as we could in the Matter, 71h 
the Hiſtory of the Indulgence, and in o- 


ther Papers, and I beſeech you to con- 
{der the Length that we go; and we law 
it impoſſible to go a further Length, re-- 


taining the Principles on which we 
founded a Withdrawing from the Indul- 


ged. I will be under a Neceſſity of 
Vindicating my worthy Brother and my 
ſelf, in making appear that we never 
laid any Ground for Exceſs on the Right- 
band, while we pleaded againſt Evils on 


| the Left. So I, of all the Men alive, if 


ſuch Courſes be taken, and ſuch Conclu- 
ſions laid down, as I fee ſome take, will 


be moſt obliged, both for the Intereſt of 
Truth, for which I deſire to live and die 


witneſling, as I can; and lor undeceiving 


ſuch well W Friends, as judge their 
Excelle 
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Exceſſes patronized, by what we have 


written, to Write againſt the Courſes now 
talen Ly many, who, in great and bound» 
leis Raſhneſs, withdraw from the Mint- 
ſtry oft ſuch, whom, J am ture, for all 
the Faults that follow them, Jeſus Chriſt 
will 6490 as his Ambaſſacors. And, my 


dear Friends, I muſt tell you, that the 
Thoughts of this Neceſſity is ſo terrible 


to me, that I dare ſay in his Sight, be- 
fore whom I am now while 1 write this, 


I would rather chuſe, if I durſt make a 


Choice, to breathe out my laſt, than to 
be drawn to write againſt the Courſes 
of theſe, who have hitherto been ſo 
dear to my Soul. My Friends, leſt ye 
ſhould think this flows from ſome 


late Information I have gotten, I will 
tell you plainly, and it is well known by 


the beſt oſ your Friends long ago at home, 


when I perceived ſome here to fall into 
theſe Courſes, I was ſo confounded with 


theſe Cauſe-deſtroy ing Exceſſes, that | - 


as thereby, as I ſuppoſe you have 
heard, brought to the Gates of Death, 
and as I told them then, ſo it hath pro 

ven too true ſince, and will prove more 


true cycry Lay, That if the Principle 
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whereby they defend their Praſtice were 
owned, it would not only mfer the Diſ- 


| elution of the unite viſible Church, but 


alſo of all Chriſtian Society And hence 

they have not only wirharawn from pu— 
blick Ordinances here, and from the emi- 
nent Mr. Thomas Hog, and tome of them 
from hearing poor me; nay, they will 
come to the Town, and go out of it, 


without ſeeing of me; but they have 


broken up with two Societies; one in this 


| City, and another at Utrecht, of whom 
| I have Confidence to ſay, and am content 


they know I ſay ſo, that there are ſome 
of them beyond them all in Knowledge, 
and they are not inferior to any of them 
in conſcientious Tenderneſs and Straight- 
neſs in the Cauſe of God: And Zhere- 
fore, my dear Friends, ſee to your ſelves 


in Time; and that ſo much the more, that 

Perſons once engaged in theſe Exceſſes, 

| ſe/dome retreat. I hope ye will not mi- 
ſtake my Freedom, for, if all the World 


ſhould be againſt me, I defire to carry 


my Heart in my Forchead in his Mat- 


ters, without Reſpect of Perſons, to te- 
ſtify and witneſs, as I can, againſt what- 


-| eyer Courſes ſeem to me to be a Deeli- 


ning 
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ping from, or & oppolite to the good 
Wy Way, wherein the Lord led and 
owned the Church of Scotland. 
Dear Friends, 1 make no Apology, for 
| what I have ſaid, having ſpoken the 
Words of Truth and Sobriety ; and 
therefore, I ſhall add, That my Prayer 
to God for you is, That he may lead 
you on in all Truth, and give you the 
Spirit of Power, of Love, and of a found 
Mind, that your Zeal may be accor- 
ding to Knowledge ; and that, in all 
Things you contend for, you may be 
found to approve the Things that are 
more excellent, as inſtructed. out of his 
Law. This, L lay, is the Deſire of his 


Soul, who 1s, 
Tour oor, but loving Brother, 
and Companion in Tribulation, 


R. Macwarp. 


pp 


